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One way to make the wait for Christmas 
worthwhile is to make a family nativity 
from an egg carton.  

A quick Internet search yielded pictures of a 
similar project from a blogger, but there were no 
instructions. 
We had to 
fi gure that out 
ourselves.

The fi rst thing 
we learned is 
that standard 
scissors might 
not be sharp 
enough to cut 
the egg carton 
apart. 

I ended up using my kitchen shears for that task. 
My granddaughters, Connie, 10, and Joslyn, 9, cut 
everything else with ordinary scissors. Children’s 
safety scissors might also work for fabric and 
ribbon cutting.

We made 
a couple 
of simple, 
rectangular 
patterns 
from a 
piece of 
white 
paper, 
about 1 1/2 
inches by 4 
inches, for 
the head 
scarves 
for Mary, 
Joseph 
and the 
shepherds 
and for 
the Wise 

(Photo provided)

ABOVE: Joslyn cuts fabric for her Holy Family pieces.  
We used a paper pattern that was about 1 1/2 inches 
by 4 inches.
RIGHT: Connie puts hot glue onto a wooden bead be-
fore placing on top of an inverted egg carton cup to 
make a crown for one of the Wise Men.

The girls gathered parts for each 
person into an egg carton cup be-
fore starting to glue.

Egg-carton Nativity
Supplies

1 egg carton 
bottom

Sparkly pipe 
cleaners

Fabric  and 
ribbon scraps 

Fancy buttons
Raffi a
Wooden beads
White paper
Low-temp glue 

guns
Scissors
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Easy Family Craft

Joslyn and Connie display their fi nished nativity  scene. We used a ready-
made creche, but a homemade one — from a shoebox — would work as 
well. 

Mens’ robes. The girls cut those out while I was 
separating the egg carton cups. We trimmed them 
to fi t better in some cases.

We used the same paper to cut heart-shaped 
wings for the angel. His hair is raffi a and his halo, 
a red pipe cleaner. Joslyn also gave him a layer of 
white netting, lightly hot-glued to the egg carton 
cup, to make him look more angelic.

For the Wise Men, Connie glued sparkly 
buttons to their robe fronts to look like 
fancy boxes for gold, frankincense and 
myrrh. After hot-gluing their heads to 
the cartons, she also made crowns by 
gluing circles of pipe cleaners to the 
tops and bottoms of a smaller wooden 
bead and gluing that to the top of 
their heads.

They each made a shepherd. They 
used ribbon scraps to circle their 
head wraps and toothpicks for 
staffs. 

Joslyn gave Mary a light blue 
dress and a dark blue veil, adding a 
bit of blue ribbon to the veil.

Baby Jesus was a challenge. I 
ended up wrapping some raffi a in a 
square scrap of light fabric, glued 
it closed and then glued one of the 
smallest wooden beads to the top 
of the raffi a and to the “swaddling 

cloth.” Later, I thought a cotton ball might have 
worked better. We glued raffi a into an upright egg 
carton cup to make our manger.

I found an old manger to use as a home for the 
egg-carton characters. We talked about making 
a manger from a shoe box, but opted to use the 
ready-made one.

The whole project took
 a little more than

 an hour.

Tightly wrapped raffi a and a small 
wooden bead make a passable 
baby Jesus. 
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