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Nick Carter (Brown University Medical Student and THP Volunteer) and Nelly Drouinaud (2005 LCS graduate and medical 
student in Haiti) reunite at LCS after Nelly’s trip to the US to study at Brown University through their medical exchange 
program. 

It is easy to show progress in the form of buildings--and we have built a lot of those. However, the 
real building blocks of society are people. In our case, we require specific blocks at this point in Haiti's 
development—Volunteers.  These Volunteers provide witness to freely choosing to dedicate oneself 
to the betterment of others.  Our developing Junior Staff, Louverture Cleary School graduates who 
participate in a work-study program at LCS, are also excellent examples of this civic ethic for our 
students.  

As a point of reference, most of the education provided at LCS comes from excellent Haitian 
teachers.  

Given the size of LCS, we would like to have 12 Volunteers.  Historically, the University of Notre 
Dame, with its emphasis on service, has been a great source for Volunteers.  In hopes of increasing 
our yield from the University, with a team of ND Alumni and Haitian Project staff, we undertook a full-
scale mission to the campus last week.  It was a great visit ending with a very encouraging meeting 
with Fr. Jenkins, President of Notre Dame.  
 

We not only brought a need to ND, we brought a solution as well. We thought if we could expose 
more students to the broad need of LCS across all academic disciplines by speaking directly to 
classes, maybe we could attract even more students to service. The idea: increase the pool and 
receive more from it. Do our part and ND would do its part—another great pair.  

Doing things in pairs, such as the way we pair our Volunteers to work with our Junior Staff, is a great 
way to speed the development of institutions and systems. Another pair we have is LCS alumni who 
are now medical students with Brown University medical students.  The mutual exposure to 
circumstances and solutions will likely improve all the communities involved. There is also an 
exchange going on at the faculty end.  



Below are some thoughts from Nelly Drouinaud, a 2005 graduate of LCS, and Nick Carter, a Brown 
medical student and THP Volunteer, who are both participating in this pairing through Brown:   

"My experience with Brown University Medical School was beneficial both personally and 
professionally. Working with doctors and medical students from the US was a great learning 
experience. I also learned from witnessing the medical care and resources available in the US 
medical system. I am very grateful to everyone who made this experience possible." -Nelly 
Drouinaud (LCS 2005) 

  "My mentors at Brown, Dr. Flanigan and Dr. Koster, really opened up a door for me to learn a 
tremendous amount here in Haiti. This has been a remarkable opportunity to work alongside 
Haitian providers and to see first-hand the need for a strengthened medical infrastructure. 
Getting to know Nelly and Theony [a 2002 graduate of LCS and medical student in Haiti] has 
reminded me that in the end the advancement of health in Haiti depends on allowing inspiring 
young Haitian professionals to do their jobs." -Nick Carter (Brown University Medical Student & 
THP Volunteer)  

Lately, we have been thinking a lot about the dual responsibility to respond to the immediate needs of 
those around us while also facilitating the building of local competencies and structures to provide for 
Haiti's long-term growth as a nation.  It is not a trade-off, but a balance that requires both a sense of 
sacrifice and a clear vision. Our actions have to be at all times "constructive" and never disabling. 
Constructive means building nations.  

Peace, Patrick  

--  

To make a donation or to read recently posted community updates go to www.haitianproject.org 
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“What you receive as gift, you must give as gift.”  

“Se gratis nou resevwa, Se gratis tou pou nou bay.”  

  

---Matthew 10:8 
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