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As you can see from the picture, we have begun to distribute direct aid to staff and people in the 
neighborhood who are in great need because of the earthquake. LCS grad Minel Lofficial, Director of the THP 
Office of External Affairs, has interviewed each staff member to ascertain if they have any extraordinary 
needs. Housing is the most common need along with medical and funeral expenses. Neighborhood needs will 
be assessed in detail this week. 
  

We continue to have 15 guests on the school property. Most are student family members and alumni. Some 
of the alumni are involved in our community service and medical service projects. We will be using relief funds 
to help those without housing to find a place to stay. 
  

I want to thank those who have contributed to the relief fund which so far has reached over $90,900. 
  

We have closed the circle on the "Step Down" hospital. We had our first official meeting today. This will be a 
great service to Haiti, and will provide meaningful employment for our alumni [especially those who recently 
finished with medical and nursing school] and will be a great place for our students to serve. 
  

Today, after discussing several topics with the senior leadership of the 82nd Airborne, including the removal 
of deceased patients as well as rubble from the Diocesan hospital and the excavation of the Archdiocese 
archives, the Major asked, "What is it your group does here again?" I answered in one word, "Serve." 
  

Increasingly there is a widening gap between the reality of LCS and that of the city environment. This is not 
cause for alarm; it is just a noticeable fact.  It is largely due to LCS getting back to normal more each day, not 
the city getting worse -- We are moving forward much quicker in terms of recovery.  This is seen most 
obviously through the students and staff who are back inside buildings and our ability to provide service to 
others. 
  

Each time I leave campus, I "plunge" into the cityscape.  Traffic is tough, clogged with NGOs (Non-
Governmental Organizations), press and military vehicles -- a lot like 1996.  It is dusty beyond belief with 
some lingering odors that keep us conscious of the nearly 200,000 who have died. Back home at the school, 
it is like coming out of the rabbit hole. 
  

Our hope is undaunted. But we may have to hang the sign, "Pardon our mess while we rebuild," to explain the 
seriousness of our focused faces and preoccupation with the immediate needs of our community. 
  



On a lighter note, I heard today that Sean Penn is about town. Since we do not have TV, I had to get that 
news from the U.S. Military. I guess he had been where I was standing only moments before I arrived. 
  

Thank you for your ongoing support and prayers.  Your help is the help we have to give our students and 
community who are dedicated to rebuilding Haiti.  We will provide you with the next update on The Haitian 
Project’s progress on Friday. 
  

Peace, 
 Patrick 

  

Our community has received the news that another one of our graduates was lost during the 
earthquake. Please remember Ismaël Geslus, and all our graduates who have passed away and for 
whom we continue to pray: 
  

Marin Forde – LCS Class of 1998, LCS Librarian 2004-2009 

Gabriel Marie Pierre – LCS Class of 2002 

Ruth Alcenat – LCS Class of 2006 

Berkely Pierre – LCS Class of 2006 

Sabrina Louis Jeune – LCS Class of 2008 

Ismaël Geslus – LCS Class of 2008 

Gesline Laguerre – LCS Class of 2009 

  

To read our archived updates or to make a donation go to www.haitianproject.org 
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