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St. Rita Rockford Second Grade Shares Seder Meal
Second graders taught by Doug Colloton at St. Rita School in Rockford celebrate a Seder 
Meal in preparation for their first Communion.
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Cathedral School Students Help Haitians 
Students and staff at Cathedral of St. Peter School in Rockford chose as its Lenten service 
project to donate to Hope for Haitians. They raised about $450 to help the families and 
children in Haiti improve their lives. Their efforts will help build water purification sys-
tems, school classrooms, and provide training to adults so that they will develop skills 
that will positively impact their families and communities. The first grade class (above)  
raised $100. 

A Good News Story

Catholic News Service

A fter Peter had a vi-
sion from God, the 
followers of Jesus 

started preaching the good 
news of the Lord not only 
to the Jews but also to the 
gentiles. The gentiles were 
non-Jews who believed in 
false gods.

The Holy Spirit told 
the Apostles that Paul and 
Barnabas were being called 
to do special work. The two men were blessed 
by their friends before taking off on their first 
missionary journey to the cities where the 
gentiles lived. 

When they preached in Iconium, which is 
located in present-day Turkey, they converted 
many gentiles and even some Jews to Christian-
ity. After a while, the Jews living in Iconium 
who did not believe in Jesus made people mad 
at Paul and Barnabas. The two men fled the city 
before they were killed. 

Their next stop was Lystra, also in what is 
now present-day Turkey. There they met a man 
who was crippled since birth. He had never 
taken a step in his entire life. 

The man was in the crowd of people listen-
ing to Paul’s preaching. Paul noticed the man 
and saw that he had faith. 

“Stand up straight on your feet,” Paul told 
him. 

The man jumped up and began to walk 
around. The other people who had gathered 

around Paul to hear him speak were amazed. 
But, since they believed in false gods, they did 
not understand the miracle Paul had performed 
was not through his own power, but through the 
power of God and Jesus. Instead, they thought 
Paul himself was a god. 

“The gods have come down to us in human 
form,” they shouted as the crowd went wild. 

Paul and Barnabas began to shout that they 
were not gods, only men. 

Just then, some of the Jews from Iconium 
came and made the crowd turn against Paul, 
who was stoned and dragged from the city. Paul 
survived, and he and Barnabas continued on 
their journey, traveling to many other gentile 
cities. 

The two men also strengthened the other 
followers of Jesus, telling them not to give up 
their preaching. 

“It is necessary for us to undergo many 
hardships to enter the kingdom of God,” they 
said. 

Q&A
 What miracle did 
Paul perform in 

Lystra? 
Who did the people 
of Lystra think Paul 

was? 
Read more about it 

in Acts 14

‘Stand up straight on your 
feet.’
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The Gentiles Become Jesus’ Followers 
Gentiles Wonder About 
Becoming Christians

When the gentiles were first being convert-
ed, a debate arose: Should they also become 
Jews and follow the Mosaic law? 

In Acts 15, we read that Paul, Barnabas 
and some others went to Jerusalem to ask the 
Apostles. 

The Apostles and the presbyters, who also 
were church leaders, discussed the question 
with help from the Holy Spirit. 

After much debate, Peter arose. 
“You are well aware that from early days 

God made His choice among you that through 
my mouth the gentiles would hear the word of 
the Gospel and believe,” he said. “And God 
... bore witness by granting them the Holy 
Spirit just as He did us. ... Why, then, are you 
now putting God to the test by placing on the 
shoulders of the disciples a yoke that neither 
our ancestors nor we have been able to bear?” 

James also shared his thoughts. 
“It is my judgment, therefore, that we ought 

to stop troubling the gentiles who turn to God,” 
he said, “but tell them by letter to avoid pollu-
tion from idols, unlawful marriage, the meat 
of strangled animals and blood.” 

So Paul, Barnabas and some others deliv-
ered a letter to the gentiles, telling them they 
did not have to become Jews and follow the 
entire Mosaic law in order to follow Jesus, but 
to avoid the things that James had mentioned. 

“If you keep free of these, you will be do-
ing what is right,” they told the gentiles. 
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