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O ne day, Jesus and the Apostles 
were on the Mount of Olives. The 
Apostles wanted to know more 

about when the Son of Man would come 
at the end of the age and what signs there 
would be of His coming.

Jesus described what the earth would 
be like right before His return. He warned 
that people would try to trick them. Those 
people would lie and say that they were 
prophets, and some people would even 
pretend to be Jesus.

He warned his friends not to believe 
everything they heard and saw.

Jesus then compared the signs of His 
coming to a fig tree.

“Learn a lesson from the fig tree,” He 
said. “When its branch becomes tender 
and sprouts leaves, you know that sum-
mer is near. In the same way, when you 
see all these things, know that He is near, 
at the gates.”

Jesus also let the Apostles know how 
important it was to always be ready for 

His return, 
because  i t 
could happen 
on any day, at 
any time.

“But  of 
that day and hour no one knows, neither 
the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the 
Father alone,” Jesus explained.

He said that on the day of His coming, 
people would be going about their daily 
lives — eating, drinking, getting married 

— just as they were doing before the flood 
came during Noah’s time.

“They did not know until the flood 
came and carried them all away,” Jesus 
said. “So will it be also at the coming of 
the Son of Man.”

He used the example of two men work-
ing in the fields and two women working 
at a grinding stone.

When the Son of Man comes, one of 
the men and one of the women will be 
taken, Jesus said, and the others will be 
left behind.

“Therefore, stay awake!” Jesus warned 
His Apostles. “For you do not know on 
which day your Lord will come.”

“Be sure of this,” Jesus added, “if the 
master of the house had known the hour of 
night when the thief was coming, he would 
have stayed awake and not let his house 
be broken into. So too, you also must be 
prepared, for at an hour you do not expect, 
the Son of Man will come.”

Q
&
A
 What 
did the 
Apostles 
want to 
know 
about 
Jesus’ 
return?

What 
is one 

important 
thing 
Jesus 

told the 
Apostles 
to do?

Read more 
about it in 
Matthew 
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“You also must be prepared.”
(CNS)

Jesus Wants Us to Be Watchful

Puzzle
Fill in the blanks to complete the 
following sentences about Advent 
wreaths. (For hints, see the U.S. 
bishops’ website at www.
usccb.org/prayer-and-
worship/liturgical-year/
advent/about-advent-
wreaths.cfm.) Then 
color the wreath.

1. An Advent wreath 
has _____ candles.

2. An Advent 
wreath’s candles 
may be purple and 
_______.

3. The purple candles 
represent ________, 
________, preparatory 
sacrifices and good works.

4. An Advent wreath’s third candle is lit on _______________.

Bible Trivia 
What liturgical season 
highlights watching and 
waiting for Jesus? 
(See answer below)

Happy New 
Church Year!

A new liturgical, or church, year is be-
ginning Nov. 27. The season of Advent is 
the first season of the Church year. 

Pay close attention to the Scriptures 
being proclaimed during Advent. You will 
notice that many are from the Old Testa-
ment book of Isaiah.

You may wonder why, since Advent 
celebrates the birth of Jesus, the Messiah, 
and that story is in the Gospels.

But did you know that Isaiah contains 
prophesies about the Messiah?

For example, in Isaiah 7:14, we read, 
“Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a 
sign; the young woman, pregnant and about 
to bear a son, shall name Him Emmanuel.”

Isaiah 9:5-6 says, “For a child is born 
to us, a son is given to us. ... They name 
Him Wonder-Counselor, God-Hero, Father-
Forever, Prince of Peace. His dominion is 
vast and forever peaceful, upon David’s 
throne.”

And in Isaiah 53:3-7, we read that the 
Messiah was pierced and “bore the punish-
ment that makes us whole, by His wounds 
we were healed.”

It is exciting to read Isaiah’s prophesies 
about the Messiah and see them fulfilled 
by Jesus.

Puzzle: 1. four; 2. rose; 3. prayer, penance; 4. Gaudete Sunday; Bible Trivia: Advent


