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Catholic News Service

A fter Jesus returned to his Fa-
ther in heaven, the Apostles 
preached to the people about 

Jesus.
This angered the high priest and the 

Sadducees, who had the Apostles thrown 
in jail.

During the night, an angel of the Lord 
came to the jail and opened the doors.

“Go and take your place in the Tem-
ple area, and tell the people everything 
about this life,” the angel said.

The Apostles left the jail. In the 
morning, they went to the Temple to 
teach.

Meanwhile, the high priest convened 
the Sanhedrin, which was the ruling 
body of the Israelites, and asked that the 
Apostles be brought in from the jail to 
the Temple.

“We found the jail securely locked 
and the guards stationed outside the 
doors, but when we opened them, we 
found no one inside,” reported the court 

officers who had gone to the jail.
The captain of the Temple guard and 

the chief priests were unsure of what to 
do. Just then, a man rushed up to them.

“The men whom you put in prison 
are in the Temple area and are teaching 
the people,” he said.

The Apostles were brought before 

the Sanhedrin and questioned by the 
high priest.

“We gave you strict orders (did we 
not?) to stop teaching in that name,” the 
high priest said of the Apostles’ preach-
ing about Jesus.

“We must obey God rather than 
men,” the Apostles replied.

The high priest and the Sanhedrin 
members were so angry that they wanted 
to put the Apostles to death.

But Gamaliel, a well-respected mem-
ber of the Sanhedrin, had the Apostles 
put outside.

“Have nothing to do with these men, 
and let them go,” he advised. “For if this 
endeavor or this activity is of human ori-
gin, it will destroy itself. But if it comes 
from God, you will not be able to destroy 
them; you may even find yourselves 
fighting against God.”

The rest of the Sanhedrin agreed. The 
Apostles were beaten, ordered to stop 
speaking in Jesus’ name and released.

The Apostles rejoiced, and they con-
tinued to teach about Jesus.

Q&A
Who 

had the 
Apostles 
thrown in 

jail?

How 
did the 
Apostles 
get out 
of jail?
Read more  
about it in  

Acts 5 

Vol. 33, No. 8   Published by The Observer, Official Catholic Newspaper of the Diocese of Rockford    JuniorObserver@RockfordDiocese.org

The Junior Observer
A Good News Story

An Angel Frees the Apostles
“Go ...  Tell people everything.”

(CNS)

Bible Trivia 
Which apostle did King Herod put 
to death before arresting Peter? 
(Hint: Acts 12:2) 

Answer: James

Answers: 1. F (Matthias); 2. T; 3. 
T; 4. F (Peter); 5. F (Eutychus)

(Photo provided)

Christ the King Presents Living Stations
On April 12, the religious education department at Christ the King in Wonder Lake pre-
sented living stations. Susan Dorwaldt organized the event and directed the volunteers 
with help from her brother Albert Lorr, who created the stage, and her mother, who helped 
with sewing. Parts were played by religious education students and some of the catechists.   

Puzzle
Circle T if a sentence 

about the Apostles is true 
and F if it is false. For the 
false sentences, write the 
correct answer on the line. 
Hints have been provided.

1. T F __________ 
Silas was Judas’ 
successor as an 
Apostle. (Acts 1: 26)

2. T F __________ 
Peter commanded a 
crippled man to walk. 
(Acts 3: 1-7)

3. T F __________ 
Philip preached in 
Samaria. (Acts 8:4-5)

4. T F __________ 
An angel told Cornelius 
to summon John. (Acts 
10:1-8)

5. T F __________ 
Paul brought Barnabas 
back to life. (Acts 
20:7-12)

How Often Were the 
Apostles Thrown in Jail? 

The Bible contains several accounts of 
the Apostles being jailed.

For example, in Acts 4, Peter and John 
were taken into custody for teaching that 
Jesus is the Messiah. After being ques-
tioned, they were let go and told not to 
talk about Jesus anymore.

In Acts 12, King Herod put Peter in jail. 
On the night before his trial, Peter was 
heavily guarded and placed in double 
chains. Suddenly, an angel appeared and 
told Peter to follow him. Peter’s chains fell 
from his wrists, and the angel led him past 
the guards and out of the jail.

In Acts 16, Paul and Silas were put in jail 
when they were preaching in Philippi. At 
midnight, there was a great earthquake, 
and the prison doors flew open and the 
chains on the prisoners were loosened. 
Even though they could escape, Paul and 
Silas stayed to evangelize the jail guard 
and his family, who were all baptized. In 
the morning, the authorities set the men 
free.

Paul was arrested many more times after 
this. One time, he was kept in jail for sev-
eral years. As a matter of fact, the letters 
he wrote to encourage some of the new 
Christian communities were written while 
he was in jail. These letters — Ephesians, 
Philippians, Colossians and Philemon — 
are part of the New Testament.
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