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An Old Testament Story

Abraham Asks God to be Merciful
Who were
Abraham’s
visitors?
What did
God plan
to do?
Read more
about it in
Genesis 18

O

“Should not the judge of all
the world act with justice?”

Answer: Lot, Abraham’s nephew

Q&A

“The outcry against Sodom and
Gomorrah is so great, and their sin
ne day, Abraham was sitting in
so grave, that I must go down and
the entrance of his tent as the
see whether or not their actions fully
day was growing hot.
correspond to the cry against them
He looked up and saw three men
that comes to me,” God said as they
standing near him. He ran to greet
walked along.
them, not realizing that his visitors
The two angels continued toward
were God and two angels.
Sodom while God and Abraham
Abraham bowed low and asked the
(CNS)
stopped to talk.
men to rest and have something to eat
“Will you sweep away the innocent
before going on their way.
Bible
Trivia
with the guilty?” Abraham asked.
“Very well,” they replied, “do as
Who
was
sitting
at
the
gate
“Suppose there were 50 innocent
you have said.”
of Sodom when the angels
people in the city; would you wipe out
Abraham hurried into the tent.
came?
(Hint:
John
21:11)
the place, rather than spare it for the
“Quick, three measures of bran
sake of the 50 innocent people within
flour! Knead it and make bread,” he
it? Far be it from you to do such a
told his wife, Sarah.
thing,
to
make
the
innocent
die with the guilty so that the
He then ran to his herd. He picked a choice calf and gave
innocent and the guilty would be treated alike! Should not
it to a servant, who quickly prepared it.
Abraham took the prepared calf along with some curds the judge of all the world act with justice?”
“If I find 50 innocent people in the city of Sodom, I will
and milk and offered the food to the men. He waited on them
spare
the whole place for their sake,” God said.
under the tree while they ate.
Abraham kept asking God if He would spare the city if
After the men finished eating, Abraham walked with
smaller and smaller numbers of innocent people were found.
them to see them on their way.
God said he would not destroy the city even if only 10
Since God had promised to make a great nation from
Abraham, He told Abraham what He was about to do.
innocent people were found.
Catholic News Service

Start a Summer
of Stargazing
A few chapters after our
Scripture story for this week
(above), God told Abraham that He would make
Abraham’s descendants “as
countless as the stars of the
sky” (Gen. 22:17).
Have you ever tried
to count how many stars
there are in the sky? God’s
promise was His way of
saying that Abraham’s descendants would number
beyond measure.
And, as astronomers at
NASA discovered on July

(CNS photo/Paul Haring)

11, we are surrounded by
many more stars than we
had ever thought! NASA
has made its new largest
telescope, called the James
Webb Space Telescope, and
it can show the clearest images of the oldest galaxies
that we’ve ever seen.
It might surprise you
to learn that much of what
we’ve learned about space,
and what has led up to the
discoveries on July 11, is
thanks to Catholic scientists. Jesuit Brother Guy
Pope Paul
VI was very
excited about
the first moon
landing in 1969
by the Apollo
11 mission. He
watched the
moon at an observatory outside Rome and
sent a written
Psalm up with
the astronauts.

(CNS photo/NASA, ESA, CSA, STScI, Webb ERO Production Team, Handout via Reuters)

It might look like a sparkly seashore, but this image from NASA’s James Webb Space Telescope is actually
part of a cloud called the Carina Nebula. In this image, you can see stars being born.

Consolmagno, the director
of the Vatican Observatory,
explains that studying outer
space helps Catholics learn
more about God.
“This is God’s creation
being revealed to us, and
in it we can see both His
astonishing power and His
love of beauty,” he says.
These are just two of the
hundreds of Catholic scientists throughout history.
Jesuit Father Giovanni
Riccioli: This Italian priest

lived in the 17th century
and thought of a way to
name and map what we see
on the moon. He named the
place where, much later, we
first landed on the moon.
Nicole Stott: This Catholic astronaut went to outer
space on two missions,
which included living for
three months at the International Space Station, which
orbits Earth. During her 15
years as an astronaut, she
found her way back to the

Catholic faith.
If you feel inspired to
learn about space, the good
news is that you don’t need
a NASA telescope. You can
see plenty with a hobby
store telescope kit. You
could also try a free app
called Skyview on a family
member’s smartphone.
We never know what
part of God’s creation we’ll
see next!
—Compiled by Megan Peterson.
Information provided by Catholic
News Service.

