
By AMANDA HUDSON | News editor

N ot many people can say that it’s their job to 
horse around.

But if you notice the Newman Center 
campus missionaries doing just that on the 
campus of Northern Illinois University, they 

are, in fact, working. 

“Throwing around a football and being happy” pro-
vides the setting for a possible connection with stu-
dents, says Peter Aiura, a missionary in this brand-new 
evangelization program. Making those connections is 
what The Newman Missionary Team is all about.

“They’re having ‘way more fun than anybody has a 
right to,” says Father Matthew McMorrow, parochial 
administrator at the Newman Catholic Student Center/
Christ the Teacher University Parish, who founded the 
new outreach. 

Calling that sense of fun “very attractive and very 
joyful,” Father McMorrow says the goal was to “have a 
group that would engage with students where they are. 
These fi ve are totally focused on that outreach. The 
energy they’ve brought with their faithful witness has 
been contagious around here.”

The Newman Center has plenty of good programs, 
he says, but “we were seeing the same faces over and 
over.” But now, “People are coming in — people we 

normally wouldn’t have seen.”

All fi ve missionaries, Father McMorrow adds, “are 
engaging in their own way. The quality (we sought in 
our missionaries) was not just a strong faith, but a con-
tagious faith (that) ‘catches’ easily. That certain sense 
of crazy fun among them breaks down barriers about 
‘Catholics’ and ‘religion.’ They love Eucharistic adora-
tion and smashing zucchinis over people’s heads.” 

The priest quickly notes that his missionaries’ zuc-
chini escapade did include helmets.

The fi ve campus missionaries – Aiura, Kevin Clark, 
Bridget Gamboni, Micah Pfundstein and team leader 
Katie Slonina — were recruited over the spring and 
summer. They began with an Evangelical Catholic 
Training Conference — a ministry begun at the New-
man Center in Madison, Wis., that trains young Cath-
olic evangelizers who are part of an existing campus 
ministry. That was followed by a few days of training 
from a FOCUS (Fellowship of Catholic University Stu-
dents) missionary and now with ongoing formation 
from Father McMorrow and Father Jeremy Trowbridge, 
parochial vicar at the parish. 

The team is tailoring its program to address the chal-
lenges inherent to a large commuter student popula-
tion where many students head for home each day or 
on weekends.

Their days include an 8 a.m. holy hour and Mass, 
usually at noon except for a 9 p.m. Mass on Wednes-
day. That evening Mass, says Gamboni, is “aimed to-
ward students. We like to be at those.” 

Most mornings, the team participates in fundrais-
ing, ongoing formation and meetings. Afternoons and 
evenings are when they practice what they call “radical 
availability.” Outreach spots include a location by Cole 
Hall and a place where buses turn around as good 
spots to hang out and reach out to passersby. They at-
tend campus events and Newman Center events and 
do some “one-on-one hanging out with students.” They 
also lead small group Bible studies at their homes be-
hind the Newman Center and in the dorms.

“The hope is to kind of mentor (students) and create 
leaders,” says Slonina.

Clark calls it a process of intense discussions. “We 
don’t immediately say that Jesus is the savior. They 
come over; we hang out. We invite them to a Newman 
barbeque and, ‘Hey, look, a priest!’” he says with a grin.

“If they (come to) trust you, and know you’re Catho-
lic, they’ll have a positive view,” says Pfundstein. “We 
hope to make them curious (about) why we’re happy 

(and) why we do what we do.”
“We talk about anything and everything,” Aiura says. 

“When they think about Catholics, they’ll think about 
us.”

During lunch at the NIU student center on Oct. 3, the 
missionaries invited Katie, a student they recognized 
from Newman, to eat at their table, and then waved in 
Gerard and LaShaunte, whom they know from a Bible 
study. Friendly bantering and an invitation to come 
over to watch a movie occupied the lunch hour.

They met Gerard while throwing around a soccer 
ball. “You catch (a student’s) eye and then you throw 
them the ball,” Clark says, demonstrating by yelling 
“You!” as he points to an imaginary person, makes a 
funny face and lobs an imaginary ball.

“Some will stick around and play,” Gamboni says. 
That provides a chance to chat and begin a connection.

Then Aiura notes a campus phenomenon. “A lot of 
people on campus,” he says, “aren’t happy.”

As the missionaries and a student toss around a 
makeshift ball outside the student center, it does seem 
that most people walking through are not smiling and 
won’t make eye contact.

That seems to highlight the need for evangelization 
by these crazy-happy-faithful Newman Center mis-
sionaries.
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Mark YOur calendar
Oct. 19 — Youth Pilgrimage 
what: The women’s and men’s Benedictine 

communities of Monastery Immaculate 
Conception and St. Meinrad Archabbey are co-
sponsoring a pilgrimage for high school youth 
and young adults. Prayer with the monks and 
sisters, a six-mile prayerful walk along country 
roads from St. Meinrad to Ferdinand, and 
supper with the religious 

time: noon

cost: $7 per pilgrim

info: www.thedome.org 

Nov. 2 — Lifenight in Huntley
when and where: 6:30 p.m. doors open; 

7 p.m. show; St. Mary Parish, 10307 
Dundee Road

what: Righteous 
B (aka Bob 
Lesnefsky) and 
DJ Superkid 
will entertain 
and inspire high 
school students 
(and their junior 
high sibs)

cost: canned goods for St. Vincent de Paul 
Society

info: www.stmaryhuntley.org

Nov. 24 — Last day to earn 
Year of Faith Scout patch
what: Religious activity patch available to Boy 

Scouts and Girls Scouts of various ages (and 
adult leaders). The diocese of Dodge City is 
supplying the patches; limited numbers remain. 
Scouts should ask their leaders about earning 
the patches.

info: www.dcdiocese.org or your scout leader

Q  My mother is always talking about the way 
I dress when I leave the house. If I wear 
jeans and a T-shirt or a skirt an inch above 

the knee, is that going against the Church? 

A Hmmmm, let me speculate on why a good mom 
may be concerned about how her daughter 
dresses. One concern would be with modesty 

and one would be with basic dignity and respect. First 
modesty.

We live in a culture where men and women (and 
especially women) are being treated as objects rather 
than persons. Advertisements and pop culture in general 
continually bombard us with images of the “ideal” man or 
woman. What is the “ideal” man or woman according to 
pop culture? It’s the male with perfect six-pack abs or the 
woman with the so-called “perfectly formed body” who 
is not shy about showing it off. Watch TV ads, look at the 
magazines at the checkout counter, browse the Internet 
(or, on second thought … it’s best to avoid these) and you 
will quickly fi nd that the message of our culture today is 
that the body is a sexual object plain and simple. And, 
furthermore, if you want to be someone you have to look 
like the supermodel. How sad that constant message is. 
And how demeaning it is to the dignity of both men and 
women.

So what does that have to do with the way one 
dresses? Well, too often today clothing is designed to 
emphasize the exaggerated and erroneous importance 
of sexual appeal. One’s clothing should be just that … 
clothing. Unfortunately it is often designed to reveal every 
curve and shape of the body rather than to clothe it in 
modesty and dignity. This is a real problem. It’s especially 
a problem for the eyes of men because men tend to be 
easily visually stimulated. So, if clothing is immodest 
it sends a message to every man that you are inviting 
them to see you as an object. So, women do men a great 
service in helping them see their true beauty and dignity 
when they choose to dress modestly. For that reason, 
short skirts or tight jeans may do more damage than you 
realize.

What about normal jeans and a T-shirt? I’m not sure 
what the concern is there but, again, I can speculate. To 
help you understand this let me offer a silly illustration. 
What if your pastor decided each weekend to show up for 
Mass in jeans and a T-shirt? Some may look at that and 
think it’s cool that he is so relaxed. But the vast majority 
would immediately see that this is odd. Clothing says a lot 
about who we are. Priests dress in clerical garb as a way 
of expressing the fact that they are priests. And the same 
is true with everyone. What we wear reveals how we see 
ourselves. 

Now, of course there are times when jeans and a 
T-shirt are totally appropriate. But what if everyone 
started dressing this way for every occasion? What if 
everyone at a family wedding dressed this way? Of if 
everyone was this casual for Sunday Mass? Obviously 
this makes a statement that those occasions are no 
different than a day off at home. So we should dress 
for the occasion with dignity and respect. Respect for 
ourselves, but, perhaps just as importantly, respect 
for the occasion we fi nd ourselves in. Dressing up for 
Sunday Mass or a wedding, for example, tells others that 
you see this as an important occasion. It expresses your 
respect.

Hope that helps! And, if it is still not clear, then I 
suggest you will not normally go wrong by simply trusting 
the advice of a loving parent.
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HealtH care
Business
education
arts & sciences

Undergraduate, adult degree-completion, 
graduate & doctoral programs in

Real-world application.
Online learning options.

FresHman Visit days 
Monday, Oct. 14, 10 a.m. & 2 p.m.  
Sunday, Oct. 27, 1 p.m. 
Monday, Nov. 11, 10 a.m. & 2 p.m.

nursing Visit day 
Saturday, Nov. 9, 9 a.m.

RSVP for Visit Days at 
www.stfrancis.edu/visit

O ctober is Rosary Month and a great time 
to change up your daily prayer routine.

 A few minutes on an iPhone and an 
Android phone netted several nice free 
rosary apps. Here are two of them, one 

English, one Spanish. Look around and you can 
probably fi nd them in other languages, too.

Some include audio, so you can listen to the 
prayers, and sometimes music, as you pray.

Try one before Rosary Month is over.  
Learn more

The Newman Center Missionary Team is online.
email: missionaries@NIUNewman.org
blog: TheNewmanMissionTeam.wordpress.com

Help them
donate at: www.NIUNewman.org

Peter Aiura, 24
Bio: From Chicago, he is an NIU student, majoring in 
mechanical engineering.

Kevin Clark, 23
Bio: From Crystal Lake, he attended Second City 
in Chicago for three and a half  years, studying 
improvisation.

Bridget Gamboni, 23, 
Bio: From Geneva. She is a new NIU graduate who 
majored in philosophy and was active at the Newman 
Center for her two years at NIU.

Micah Pfundstein, 22, 
Bio: From Rockford, he graduated from Xavier 
University in Cincinnati, Ohio, where he majored in 
music composition and theory. He was active in a 
Catholic group there.

Katie Slonina, 24
Bio: From Johnsburg, she is an NIU graduate who 
majored in electrical engineering and has been active 
at the Newman Center for the past three years.

Missionaries bring joy of faith to NIU 

You need a rosary app

Team members (from left) Katie Slonina, Bridget Gamboni, Micah Pfundstein, Kevin Clark and Peter Aiura give in to the 
urge for sweets at a campus bake sale. 
ON THE COVER: The campus missionaries pose with Father Matthew McMorrow after noon Mass, Oct. 3. 

(YO photos by Amanda Hudson)

Bridget Gamboni gets into the game in the Holmes Stu-
dent Center Mall.

(YO photos by Amanda Hudson)

Peter Aiura (seated left) and Katie Slonina chat with pass-
ing students as they and Kevin Clark grab lunch in the NIU 
student center.

YO Father questions are answered  by a priest of the Rockford Diocese. 
Send your questions to youngobserver@rockforddiocese.org.
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