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n this Year of Mercy,
a group of Rockfordarea teenage boys are
offering to perform a
work of mercy as pallbearers
for people who do not have
the family or means for a
proper funeral.

YO Calendar

Their mentor, John Grune,
is making available a historic
restored hearse, as well.
After several months of
training, the boys, all students
of Our Lady of the Sacred
Heart Academy in Rockford,
are ready to begin their
charitable work.

It’s coming: Diocesan Youth Summit
What: The 2016 Rockford Diocese Catholic Youth Summit packed with
music, adoration, confessions, Mass, quality time with Bishop Malloy, food
and friends.
When: Oct. 30, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Where: Rock Valley College in Rockford
Theme: “Blessed Are the Merciful.”
Watch for more details as they develop in YO, on Facebook and Twitter.

Grune, a liturgist who also
has background in funeral
services, says volunteer
pallbearer corps are an
innovative charitable work
that is slowly spreading
through the U.S.
The boys opted to call
their group the Society of St.
Joseph of Arimathea, after
the saint who offered his own
crypt for Jesus.

‘S

omeone who
has
worked,
and lived, and
loved, is entitled to
honor at the end of
his life.’

— Brendan Jensen
The students are prepared
to bring dignity and respect to
funerals, at no cost.
“We learned the corporal
works of mercy when
we were little kids at
the academy,” says Pat
Bageanis, a junior, “but we
never saw until now that
‘burying the dead’ could
mean more than just turning
up for a funeral and praying.
Now we can actually do
something real, to help
families who are grieving.”
“We can give honor,” says
Brendan Jensen, a senior.
“Someone who has worked,
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and lived, and loved, is
entitled to honor at the end of
his life.”
“In these days of widely
separated families,” Grune
says, “it’s often difficult to find
people who can carry the
body of a deceased person
through the ceremonies at
a funeral home, a church
and a cemetery. This
aspect of the traditional
work of mercy, burying
the dead, has often fallen
upon employees of funeral
homes, (in the absence
of) family and friends who
may be unavailable or are
uncomfortable serving as
pallbearers.”
“They understand
ceremony and respect,”
he says. “I didn’t know
beforehand that several
of them were dedicated
members of Civil Air Patrol.
That was great: they knew
about drill and order.”
St. Joseph’s Men, as the

IN TENNESEE

Sycamore youth group provides service to needy in Nashville
The Youth Ministry at
St. Mary Parish in
Sycamore sent 21
teens and five adults
to Memphis, Tenn., to
take part in the Catholic
Heart Workcamp June
5-10.
The group joined 200 other
teens and adults for the week
to help local residents and
social agencies with building
repairs, clean-up, construction,
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yard work, painting, food
pantry help, and distributing
donated goods.

In addition to spreading
God’s love throughout
the community, they also

participated in daily Mass,
reconciliation, and evening
programs designed to enrich

their service experiences, their
faith and their understanding
of Catholic social teaching.

(Photo provided)

What is wrong with
pornography?

I’ll let a saint answer this
one! St. John Paul II said
that the problem with
pornography isn’t that it shows too
much, but rather that it shows too
little.
What does he mean by this?
Well, I think that an initial reaction
to this question would be to say
that pornography consists of
images that reveal to the world
parts of the human body that
should be treated with respect and
that shouldn’t be seen by others
(except by a spouse in a loving and
faithful marriage!) In this way we
could say that pornography shows
too much.
But St. John Paul II looks at this
from a different angle, making

the case that since pornography
displays a body before one’s eyes
that it in fact shows too little. This is
because every single human being
consists of a body and a soul!
Pornography fails to take the whole
person into account.
Looking at an image of a man
or a woman doesn’t help us
understand who that person is,
what they like or dislike, what they
believe, what their fears or dreams
are, or anything else about them.
Another problem with this is that
rather than treating the individuals
in the images like people who we
are called to love, pornography
displays them as objects to be
used for another’s pleasure.
What we have to hold to at all
times is that we are called to use
things and love people rather
than slipping into a dangerous
worldview that says that we should

love things and use people.
You see, love at its very core
consists of being focused outwards
towards another, being willing to
sacrifice oneself for the sake of
the one whom they love. In this
way we can truly say that the
opposite of love isn’t hate, rather it
is selfishness.
Any use of pornography is not
in any way an act of love, rather
it is selfishness because using
pornography seeks to take these
images for one’s own pleasure
without making any act of sacrifice
towards the people in the images.
In reality the most loving thing
that we can all do in regards to
pornography is to pray for those
who are involved in this industry,
that they might be set free and at
the same time to pray for those
who struggle with this vice.
Sometimes people will make the

excuse that pornography is fine
because it doesn’t hurt anyone.
Well, actually, nothing could be
further from the truth!
For starters, many men and
women who have had conversions
after being in pornography have
revealed that they felt miserable
and very depressed during the
time that they were involved with
this work. It didn’t fulfill them, they
didn’t enjoy it, and it left them
feeling empty despite the smiles
that they put on for the camera.
So too pornography is harmful
for anyone who views it. I don’t
have enough room to write out all
of the negative and harmful effects
of pornography, but I’ll mention a
couple.
First, it teaches men and women
that they can look upon another
human being for pleasure, but
then once they get bored they can
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students call themselves, are
available to assist at no cost
for funerals in the Rockford
area.
They know exactly what to
do, in a dignified and formal
manner, from the funeral
home to the grave.

OLSH Academy students
volunteer as pallbearers

(Photo provided)

Students at Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Academy in Rockford taking
part in the St. John of Arimathea pallbearers group pose with mentor
John Grune and his restored antique hearse. The students are (from
left) Brendan Jensen of St. Mary Oratory, Christopher Van Scoy of St.

Bridget Parish, Matthew Adas, Patrick Bageanis and Paul Bageanis, all
of St. Mary Oratory, Nicholas Van Scoy of St. Bridget, and Robert White
of St. Mary Oratory. The group, St. John’s Men, are ready to help provide their services for those who need them.

Helping

IN THE FOX VALLEY

Marmion, Rosary collect for kids
The 12th Crayons for Kids
school supply drive garnered
nearly 26,000 packages of
supplies for children in the
Fox Valley area.
More than 150 volunteers
from Rosary High School and
Marmion Academy, including
students, parents, faculty, staff and
alumni, collected supplies at 13
area Jewel-Osco stores over two
weekends in July.

(Photo provided)

Collecting school supplies are Marmion Academy and Rosary High School volunteers.

simply go on to the next image at
their disposal. This is harmful for
marriages whether one is currently
married or desires to get married
in the future because in real life,
relationships with real people don’t
work this way! One can’t exchange
a spouse for someone else after a
while.
So too, I’ll mention that viewing
pornography is a result of lust,
which is a mortal sin. Viewing
pornography is choosing this sin
over and against the God who has
created us to love other human
beings and not to use them. In this
way people who use pornography
separate themselves from God.
This is a big deal and something
that should be taken seriously!
Finally I’d like to offer a word of
encouragement and hope. If you
have viewed pornography and seek
to receive God’s forgiveness, then
I invite you to bring the matter to

the Lord in the confessional. God’s
mercy is always greater than our
sins!
And if you find that viewing
pornography is a habit that you
can’t seem to break out of, let
me recommend that Mary’s
intercession is incredibly powerful.
I recommend praying three Hail
Marys — one for your mind, one
for your body, and one for your
soul — every morning when you
first wake up and again right before
you go to bed. Asking Our Lady’s
intercession and asking her to help
you to follow in her footsteps of
purity is a great way to stay on the
right track.
So pray, trust, and know that all
things are possible with God!
This month’s YO Father is answered by
Father Keith Romke. Send your questions to
youngobserver@rockforddiocese.org.

The collection benefits 73

schools and agencies in the
Fox Valley and Naperville area,
covering 11 communities.
The Crayons for Kids project is
organized by Marmion Campus
Minister Mark Malkowski
(2008), and Rosary High School
coordinators, this year Monica
Zimmerman (2016) and Mary Clare
Koebel (2019).
Crayons for Kids was started by
Brian Zimmerman (Marmion 2007).

Vocation Corner

Never settle

I

was once running in a race that was
chip-timed. What this means is that
not everyone who is running has his
or her clock start running when the
gun goes off. Rather, due to the large
number of people, the runners head out
in waves and when you cross the starting
line a chip records that you’ve begun. Well
I started off running and things were going
well, I ran fast and worked hard, and at the
end of the race with the finish line about
200 hundred yards off or so I saw a guy in
my sights that I thought I could catch. I ran
harder and gave it everything that I had,
and once I passed him I coasted in for the
last 100 yards. I could have ran just a bit
faster, really laying everything out on the
line, but I figured that since I had this guy
beat with no one else between me and

the line that was no need to push. Well,
I had forgotten about the chip, and how
someone who had finished earlier or still
had to finish could have in fact slipped in
under my time due to my slowing down at
the end. The results came in and I ended
up getting second place, only 1 second
behind the winner for my age group! The
lesson here is to never say that we’ve
done enough for God so we can coast for
a bit. Don’t think to yourself that you’ve
done things God’s way for a while so now
it’s time to do it your way. Keep giving
everything for God and striving to carry
out His plan until you cross the finish line
of life. Don’t settle for second, always give
your best and give your all for God.
— Father Keith Romke, Diocesan Director of
Vocations, kromke@rockforddiocese.org.

