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Marmion Academy Drill
Team First at Army Nationals
On March 30 over 2.000 Army JROTC
Cadets converged on the Greater
Richmond (Va) Convention Center for the
2019 Army Drill Team Championships.
The Marmion Academy Flannigan Rifles
Drill Team placed first overall in the Armed
Division at the competition. This year
103 teams from 85 schools travelled to
Virginia from 25 different states, making it
the largest single service drill meet in the
history of the JROTC. SGM John Gissel,
team commander senior Brant DeMoss,
and executive officer senior Nathan
Konen direct the rifle team. Several team
members also earned individual honors.
The team will go to Daytona, Fla., to
compete at the National High School Drill
Team Championships on May 3.
(pHOTO PROVIDED)
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Thinking about a vocation?
Find out more from the Rockford
Diocese’s Vocations Office.

Visit https://www.rockforddiocese.
org/vocations/

V ocation

corner

By Father
John
McNamara

Happy Easter

H

e is Risen, Alleluia! Happy Easter!
Recently I visited a man in the
hospital who was recovering from
various illnesses, and he was
obviously somewhat down in the dumps.
I noticed after we prayed together that the
room was so dark. I looked over at the window
and sure enough the shades were completely
down. I asked the gentleman if I could open the
shades to let the light in. He agreed, and within
seconds we had a space filled with light, which
in turn brought hope and a smile.

This is the power of Easter!
The Easter message is a message that

Assistant
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Director

brings
light, joy,
and hope!
No matter
where each
of us is at in our journey, one thing is important
for us all.

“Let the Easter light shine in our lives!”
It has the power to transform every aspect of
our lives.
As we celebrate Easter in these coming
days, may it be a great opportunity to let the
light of Christ shine into those dark spaces of
our lives, and from there, see how this light can
change our lives and the world for the better.

Digital apostle

‘H

e saw
that many
young people,
wanting to be
different, really
end up being
like everyone
else ...’

Pope cites tech whiz as role model for young people
By Junno

Arocho Esteves |

Catholic News Service

T

he life of Venerable Carlo
Acutis, a 15-year-old Italian
teenager on the road to
sainthood, showed that young
people could use the power of social
networking and communications with
"creativity and even genius," the pope
said in his exhortation "Christus Vivit"
("Christ Lives").
"Carlo was well aware that the
whole apparatus of communications,
advertising and social networking can
be used to lull us, to make us addicted
to consumerism and buying the latest
thing on the market, obsessed with our
free time, caught up in negativity," the
pope said. "Yet he knew how to use
the new communications technology to
transmit the Gospel, to communicate
values and beauty."
Before his death from leukemia in
2006, Acutis was an average teen
with an above-average knack for
computers. He put that knowledge to
use by creating an online database of
eucharistic miracles around the world.
"He learned on his own how to
animate 3D cartoons on a computer.
He never even took a course on how

to use Photoshop. He would sit on
his bed, download instructions on the
internet and he was able to understand
all these computer programs. It took
me years to learn Photoshop and I still
haven't learned!" Antonia Salzano,
Acutis' mother, told Catholic News
Service April 10.

— Pope Francis

Acutis liked making short
videos. One was an explanation of
transubstantiation in layman's terms.
Another was an homage to the opening
crawl of "Star Wars," complete with a
starry background, scrolling text and
John Williams' famed score.
Yet even as a child, there were some
sparks of holiness that his own mother
thought were "a bit out of the ordinary."
"I would never hear him criticize
anyone, I never heard him complain,
always attentive to any person,"
Salzano said. "Many people would
say that when they would greet him, it
would tug at their heartstrings."
Pope Francis said young Carlo
avoided the trap many young people fall
into when influenced by social networks
and mass media.
"He saw that many young people,
wanting to be different, really end up
being like everyone else, running after

(CNS photo/courtesy Sainthood Cause of Carlo Acutis)

LEFT: Carlo Acutis,
who was born in
1991 in London
and died in 2006 in
Monza, Italy, has been
declared venerable.
The Vatican issued
the decree advancing
his sainthood cause
July 5, 2018.

whatever the powerful set before them
with the mechanisms of consumerism
and distraction," the pope said.

to buy sleeping bags, food and hot
beverages for poor people living on the
streets of Milan.

"As a result, Carlo said, 'Everyone is
born as an original, but many people
end up dying as photocopies.' Don’t let
that happen to you!" the pope warned.

For Salzano, it wasn’t a coincidence
that her son is now buried at the place
where “St. Francis began his own
journey toward sainthood.”

Yet, Acutis’ zeal for spreading the
message of the Gospel wasn’t limited to
the digital sphere, his mother recalled.
He would help his peers who were
bullied at school and save up his money

“Carlo was young and like St. Francis,
Carlo had his journey, a journey that we
are all called to make, especially young
people, to begin placing God in the first
place in our lives,” Salzano told CNS.
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SPRED Students
Make Confessions
Members of the Rockford
Special Religious Development (SPRED) group of people
22 and older recently made
their first confessions with Father Ervin Caliente at St. Rita
in Rockford. Members, who
meet regularly at St. Rita, also
come from Holy Family and
St. James in Rockford, St. Mary
in Pecatonica, and St. Bridget
in Loves Park. Another group
for young people ages 11-16
will start soon. Adult volunteer catechists are needed for
the new group. Background
or training for working with
those who have special needs
is not required. There are also
waiting lists for a 6-10 age
group and a 17-21 age group.
Info: Mary Kinney, parish
chairperson for the Rockford
Deanery at 815.519.7066 or
1950teapot@att.net.

(Photo provided)

The Junior Observer Extra
There is Still Time

Help Children in Peru This Lent

I

The deadline to mail
because it adds to the mailing costs.)
your decorated hearts and
Send your decorated donations is Good Friday,
hearts and a $2 donation April 19.
to The Junior Observer, Print more hearts at http://
Heart to Heart, PO Box observer.rockforddiocese.
7044, Rockford, IL 61125. org/junior-observer

t’s not too late for hearts on this page, then
you to make your send them with your donaLent an almsgiving tion to buy school supplies
one.
for children in the Diocese
You can join other of Chulucanas in Peru.
children in the Rockford
(Don’t paste the hearts
Diocese and decorate the on craft or any other paper

Save the Date
May 11

ROCKFORD
Day of reflection: 9 a.m.-2
p.m., St. Rita, 6254 Valley Knoll
Dr. Sponsor: Secular Carmelite
Community of the Holy
Innocents. Speakers: diocesan
priests Father Brian Geary and
Father John Gow; Patricia
Walters, Ph.D. Topic: Carmelite
Doctors of the Church. Breakfast
and lunch provided; basket
raffle fundraiser. Free; donations
accepted. Info: 815.398.3201 or
ahudson@rockforddiocese.org

May 16

NORTH AURORA
Bingo: 7 p.m.; Blessed Sacrament,
801 Oak St. Sponsor: Altar and
Rosary Society. Cost: $10 per
person. Info: Kate Pientak,
630.897.1029, www.blsacr-na.org,
account@blsacr-na.org

Elsewhere
April 26-28

CHICAGO
Vocations weekend: 8 a.m.
April 26-3 p.m. April 28; location
available to registrants. For single
Catholic men and women ages
18-40. Free. Info: called@myclaret.
org, 312.320.8870; http://called2.
be/YAVW19

May 3-4

SINSINAWA, WIS.
Labyrinth retreat: 7:30 p.m. May
3 to 4:30 p.m. May 4. Sinsinawa
Mound, County Road Z, off
Wisconsin Rte. 11. Leader: Sister
Stella DeVenuta, OSF. Register by
April 26. Cost: $22 overnight; $84
commuter. Info: 608.748.4411;
www.sinsinawa.org

May 4

DE PERE, WIS.
Walk to Mary: 7 a.m.; 21 mile
walk from St. Norbert College Old
St. Joseph Church to the National
Shrine of Our Lady of Good
Help in Champion, Wis. Shorter
routes available. Info: https://
walktomary.com/
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WWME weekends: April 26-28,
Brookfield, Wis.; June 28-30,
Bishop Lane Retreat Center,
Rockford; Sept 6-8, Geneva;
Oct. 18-20, Brookfield, Wis.; Nov.
8-10, Geneva; Dec. 6-8, Madison,
Wis. Weekends to help married
couples renew their relationships.
Cost: $90 application; donations
accepted. Info: alifetimeoflove.
org or call 888.574.5653

nas

Submit News
Parish, school and Catholic
organization publicists may
send news and photos about
their upcoming and recent
activities. Submissions will be
forwarded to El Observador
and to the diocesan calendar.
Deadline: 10 days before
publication.
Online: Use the form at http://
observer.rockforddiocese.org/
contact-us. Click on Submit
Events and News.
By Mail: Send to The Observer,
P.O. Box 7044, Rockford, IL 61125.

3 Doctors for Adults on Medicare
3 Same day appointments available
3 Transportation available

3 Insurance paperwork
3 Minimum wait times

help

CALL TODAY - 815.315.9227

