
Simple rites of passage like post-prom 
plans, graduation get-togethers and senioritis 

shenanigans are, for now, all on hold.

But the Green Wave rolled out for 2020 
seniors at St. Edward Central Catholic High 
School in Elgin. Socially distant parades and 
yard signs kept these seniors in the spotlight.

On May 1 at 7 p.m. more than 125 cars 
paraded past senior supporters. Participants 
received a Green Wave Strong car magnet.

Alumni and supporters delivered Project 
Senior signs around town. They were Kelle and 
Tim Brieger ('91), AnnMarie (Wojciechowski 
'98) Dufelmeier, Cassie and Mary Chlebowski, 
Father Andrew Deitz, Richard and Maren 
Drake, Tracy, Aidan ('20) and AJ Franklin ('18), 
Lou and Michelle (Perez '86) Kaufman, Sue and 
Kevin Kruk, Carol Martini, Josh and Evan Sajtar 
('20) and Jon and Jan (Wetzel '73) Schroeder.

St. Ed graduate Jon Pendexter ('95), owner of 
Signs By Tomorrow, helped with Project Senior 
Signs.

See more on the school’s Facebook page.

(Photos provided)

Seniors in cars (above) were driven along Elm and 
Locust streets on May 1.

Faculty, staff and coaches lined the route with signs 
and cheers for the class of 2020.

MTNCW 20,000 Gallon African Water Project
MTNCW is a nonprofit organization dedicated to dig-
ging wells and building overhead water tanks across 
various rural communities in West African Countries.
Our goal is to make water freely available to rural com-
munities as to help alleviate the suffering burden of 
people travelling on foot for miles to obtain purified 
drinking water.

Our goal is to complete 25 proj-
ects annually at approximately 
$15,000.00 each.  All gifts are tax 
deductible.
To give or be part of this human-
itarian effort, you could make 
an annual or monthly pledge or 
make your checks payable to:

MTN Community Wells 
208 N. Pine Street — Villa Grove, Illinois.

For more information, email us at mtncommunitywells@gmail.com
Annette Phillips Director/Sec.

The Miracle Prayer
Lord Jesus, I come before you, just as I 
am. I am sorry for my sins, I repent of my 
sins, please forgive me. In your name, 
I forgive all others for what they have 
done against me. I renounce Satan, the 
evil spirits and all their works. I give you 
my entire self. Lord Jesus, now and for-
ever, I invite you into my life Jesus, I ac-
cept you as my Lord, God and Saviour. 
Heal me, change me, strengthen me in 
body, soul and spirit: Come Lord Jesus, 
cover me with your precious blood, and 
fill me with your Holy Spirit, I love you 
Lord Jesus. I praise you Jesus. I thank 
you Jesus. I shall follow you every day of 
my life. Amen. Mary, my mother, Queen 
of Peace, St. Peregrine, the cancer 
saint, all you angels and saints please 
help me. Amen.  M.P.  

Novena to the 
Sacred Heart and St. Jude

May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be 
adored, glorified, loved and preserved 
throughout the world now and forever. 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, pray for us. St. 
Jude, worker of miracles, pray for us. 
St. Jude, helper of the hopeless, pray 
for us. Amen. Say this prayer nine times 
a day for nine days. Published in grati-
tude. Thank you St. Jude. J.L.    J.M.L.

Prayer to St. Jude
O glorious Apostle St. Jude Thaddeus, 
faithful servant and friend of Jesus, the 
name of the traitor has caused you to 
be forgotten by many, but the Church 
invokes you universally as the patron 
of hopeless cases and things despaired 
of; Pray for me that I may receive the 
consolations and succor of Heaven in 
all my necessities, tribulations and suf-
ferings, particularly (here mention your 
petition) and that I may bless God with 
you and all the elect throughout eternity. 
Amen. In thanksgiving. S.P.

Prayer to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary

O most beautiful flower of Mount Carmel, 
fruitful vine, Splendor of Heaven, Blessed 
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate 
Virgin, assist me in my necessity. O 
Star of the Sea, help me and show me 
that you are my mother. O Holy Mother 
of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth, I 
humbly beseech you from the bottom of 
my heart to secure me in my necessity 
(make request). There are none that can 
withstand your power. O Mary conceived 
without sin pray for us who have recourse 
to thee (3 times). I place this prayer in your 
hands (3 times). Amen. Say  this prayer for 
3 consecutive days. Novena is published 
in gratitude.  M.R.A.    L.F.    M.C.

Thanks to Sacred
Heart of Jesus

Thanks to St. Jude and the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus for several prayers 
answered. May the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus be adored, glorified, loved and 
preserved throughout the world, now 
and forever. Sacred Heart of Jesus pray 
for us. Holy Mary, Mother of Jesus, pray 

for us. Amen. Pray this prayer with faith, 
relying on God’s will, as a novena, nine 
times a day for nine days. This published 
in gratitude. Thank you St. Jude and 
Sacred Heart of Jesus. D.W.   

Powerful Prayer 
to the Holy Spirit

Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems, 
who lights all roads so that I can attain 
my goals, you who give me the divine 
gift to forgive and forget all evil against 
me, and that in all instances of my life 
you are with me, I want in this short 
prayer to thank you for all things and to 
confirm once again that I never want to 
be separated from you even and in spite 
of all material illusion. I wish to be with 
you in eternal glory. Thank you for your 
mercy toward me and mine. Amen. Say 
this prayer for three consecutive days 
without asking a favor. Then on the third 
day make your request. Published in 
gratitude of grace attained and for many 
requests granted. M.R.A.

Unfailing Prayer to St. Anthony
O Holy St. Anthony, gentlest of saints, your 
love of God and charity for his creatures 
made you worthy, when on earth to pos-
sess miraculous powers. Miracles waited 
on your word, which you were ever ready 
to speak for those in trouble or anxiety. 
Encouraged by this thought  I implore of 
you to obtain for me (request). The answer 
to my prayer may require a miracle, even 
so, you are the Saint of Miracles. O gentle 
and loving St. Anthony, whose heart was 
ever full of human sympathy, whisper my 
petition into the ear of the sweet infant Je-
sus, who loved to be folded in your arms: 
and the gratitude of my heart will ever be 
yours. In thanksgiving.  S.P.

To have a Novena printed: Send a 
$10 check for each Novena along with 
the name of the Novena you want and 
the initials you wish us to use to:

The Observer
P.O. Box 7044

Rockford, IL 61125

NOVENAS

Ombudsman Job Posting
Catholic Charities – Diocese of Rockford seeks a full-time 
employee for the Long Term Care Ombudsman Program in 
the nine county service area of northwestern Illinois (Boone, 
Carroll, DeKalb, Jo Daviess, Lee, Ogle, Stephenson, 
Whiteside and Winnebago).  The person selected will serve 
as an advocate for residents of the licensed long-term care 
facilities.  
The successful candidate will be highly motivated, caring, 
compassionate, and have excellent communication skills.  
Knowledge of the long-term care system and community 
resources is necessary.    Minimum qualifications include a 
Bachelor degree from an accredited college or university, 
and adherence to the norms of the Catholic Church and its 
principles of charity and justice.  Computer skills, travel within 
the Diocese (nine-county service area) and occasional travel 
for training or meetings are required.  Bi-lingual Spanish 
speaking is preferred.
Interested candidates should send a cover letter and resume 
by 6/15/20 to:

Catholic Charities Ombudsman Program
Attn: Cathy Weightman-Moore
431 S. Phelps Ave.   Suite 607

Rockford, IL 61108
Email: cweightman-moore@rockforddiocese.org

Ombudsman Job Posting
Catholic Charities – Diocese of Rockford seeks a part-time 
(25 hr/week) employee for the Long Term Care Ombudsman 
Program in the nine county service area of northwestern Illinois 
(Boone, Carroll, DeKalb, Jo Daviess, Lee, Ogle, Stephenson, 
Whiteside and Winnebago).  The person selected will serve 
as an advocate for residents of the licensed long-term care 
facilities.  
The successful candidate will be highly motivated, caring, 
compassionate, and have excellent communication skills.  
Knowledge of the long-term care system and community 
resources is preferred.    Minimum qualifications include a 
Bachelor degree from an accredited college or university, 
and adherence to the ethical and moral norms of the Catholic 
Church and its principles of charity and justice.  Computer 
skills, travel within the Diocese (nine-county service area) and 
occasional travel for training or meetings are required.  Bi-
lingual Spanish speaking is preferred.
Interested candidates should send a cover letter and resume 
by 6/15/20 to:

Catholic Charities Ombudsman Program
Attn: Cathy Weightman-Moore
431 S. Phelps Ave.  Suite 607

Rockford, IL 61108
Email: cweightman-moore@rockforddiocese.org

ULTRASONOGRAPHER POSITION AVAILABLE
1st Way Life Center in Johnsburg, IL is a life-affirming pregnancy 
support service. We currently have a part-time / back-up position 

available for an RDMS (must have an OB-GYN 
credential) to perform limited OB ultrasounds. 

This is a paid position.
Please call 815-385-2999 and leave a 

message to set up an interview, or email us 
at life@1stwayjohnsburg.com.
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Signs and a Parade

Bianca 
Ventimi-
glia sits 
next to 
her se-
nior yard 
sign 
from St. 
Edward 
CCHS.

St. Edward CCHS honors Elgin seniors
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