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By Sharon Boehlefeld | Observer Features Ediitor
hen some seniors in Boylan Central Catholic High School’s
leadership class learned four Rockford elementary schools would
be combining in a couple of years, they wanted to do something to
help ease the transition.

The five seniors — Megan Crouch, Shelby Martin, Delaney McCarthy, Matthew
Pearson and Daniel Renteria — led the effort with help from their leadership
classmates, the class teacher Sandy Blevins and physical education teacher Jule
Popanz.

Thoughts from
first Communion
hat a joy it is to be right in the middle
of “first Communion season!” This time
of the year always brings a smile to my
face as the children manifest emotions of
excitement at receiving our Lord in the Eucharist.

Boylan hosts mixer for future school leaders
“After a fantastic and informative workshop with (Dr.) Frank LaFasto, we
collectively as a group wanted to do something to help out the Catholic middle
schools in the area,” Pearson said.
Dr. LaFasto is a Boylan graduate who writes and lectures about leadership.
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“We knew we wanted to have leadership and team
bonding activities,” she added, “so we looked (activities)
up on online and asked some teachers, and we picked
the ones that we thought would be the most fun for
them.”

The second consideration that I offer is this: These children
experience excitement and nervousness in carrying out something that
they clearly know God is calling them to.

“After talking with a few of
them,” she added, “I could tell
they were a little anxious at
first but quickly warmed up to
each other and understood the
meaning behind everything we
were doing.”

(Observer photos/Sharon Boehlefeld)

One of the challenges was
lining up by birthdays —
without talking to each other.
Lilianna Diaz from Cathedral
of St. Peter School (left)
shows her birthday month.

Renteria, who said his goal
was to help his community,
said he thought the younger
students “figured out that there
are a lot of different people
in the world. ... I felt a sense
of high energy with the kids
running around, but I also felt
a sense of purpose, helping
those kids try to get along with
each other.”

ABOVE: When the November
birthday students got together,
there were six from Cathedral of
St. Peter, four from St. Bernadette,
and three each from St. Edward
and St. James schools.

Nestler
earns
Eagle
honors

BELOW: Another challenge
was passing a yoga ball
around the room using only
their feet. (They got a little
help from the seniors, too.)

(Photo provided)

Andrew Nestler
He began
his scouting career in 2006 as a Tiger with Cub Scout Pack 391 in
Pecatonica, later bridging to Boy Scout Troop 1 there. He was also part
of Troop 140 in Byron and is with Boy Scout Troop 705 in Winnebago and
Venture Crew 10 in Pecatonica.

Boylan Central Catholic High School leadership class teacher Sandra Blevins (left) listens as Megan Crouch (speaking), Shelby Martin, Daniel Renteria, Delaney McCarthy and Matthew Pearson introduce themselves and welcome
visiting fourth-, fifth- and sixth-grade students who will be among the first at a new combined Catholic school.

“I really wanted to be involved in this activity because
I love working with kids,” said Crouch. “I knew this would be a fun age group to
do this event with. I also knew
that this had the potential to
be great and wanted to make
even a slight impact in the lives
of these kids.

Let us ask Christ for a renewed wonder and excitement each time that
we receive this gift.

Andrew Nestler,
son of Ryan and
Kelly Nestler
of Pecatonica,
achieved Eagle
Scout on April 9.

“We focused on fourth through sixth graders because
when the schools combine they will be the leaders of the
school,” McCarthy said.

“Our group all had an interest in helping people feel
loved and included,” she said, “so when this idea came
up I was really interested. I switched schools at this age
so I know how tough it can be, so to be of any help to
these kids is great.”

The first is that we ought to ask ourselves if we still have the same
joy and excitement whenever we receive the Eucharist today, as we did
when we received Him for the first time. If not, we need to remember
that it’s not as if He’s changed or as if He’s any less present now than He
was then!

In the end, all of the kids agreed that there was nothing to really be
nervous about! So today, even if you are a bit nervous, step forward and
boldly take the next step towards wherever you feel that God is calling
you.

They set the date for May 3.

Martin explained members of the leadership class
divided themselves into groups based on their own
similar interests.

At the very same time however, many of them also
have a sense of nervousness as they step out to try something new
for the first time. In light of these experiences, I think that there are two
things that we ought to consider.

So too each of us may experience nervousness when we consider
following God’s voice on the level of a vocation. I say this because it is
important to not shy away from God’s plan simply because it makes us a
little nervous!

“With a lot of help,” Pearson added, “we came up with
our idea to invite the fourth through sixth graders from
(Cathedral of) St. Peter, St. Edward, St. Bernadette, and
St. James (schools) ... to give them the opportunity to be
with all of their future classmates. ... get comfortable with
each other, make some new friends and just have fun
together.”

Midway through their visit to Boylan, visiting students had a snack break.

Martin said she hoped the
younger students “had fun
during the afternoon but I also
hope that they were able to

Megan Crouch (center) poses with her group of fifth-grade artists, who made an ice
cream cone, a house and a multi-limbed creature with a smiling face. To make the drawings, the students used one marker with a string attached for each of the members of the
group. Cooperation was essential for the groups, which included members of the same
grades from each of the schools.
come in and get out of their comfort zones and make new friends.”
She was “overwhelmed just by the fact that months of planning had actually
come together and the fact that they seemed to be enjoying it. ... At the end of the
day I heard a little boy tell his teacher, ‘I already made a new friend,’ which was
completely surreal to see that
it served its purpose,” Martin
added. “I’m really proud of
us for not being afraid to go
after a project of this scale
and really hope it is something
that the leadership class can
continue next year.”
The leadership class is open
to sophomores, juniors and
seniors, according to Blevins,
who teaches the class. “In
the past we have had projects
revolve around stopping
bullying, promoting positivity,
and promoting the annual
Lenten Haiti collection,” she
said. “The students were made
aware of the consolidation and
jumped at the chance to see
what they could do with that.

Andrew has earned 38 merit badges, 15 more than required, and will
be awarded the bronze, gold, and silver Eagle palms. Andrew has held
positions of responsibility, including president of Venture Crew 10 in
Pecatonica. He has attended numerous area summer camps and high
adventure trips with Boy Scouts and the Venture Crew. He has hiked over
100 miles with Scouts and the Venture Crew. He has been an altar server
since 2011 and is a regular lector at St. Mary/St. Patrick Parish of Durand/
Irish Grove and has earned the Light of Christ, Parvuli Dei and Pope Pius
XII religious emblems, St. Timothy Youth award and the International
Awareness Medallion.
Nestler’s Eagle Scout project involved tree identification and inventory
for the Torstenson Center in Pecatonica. He worked in the Education
Corridor on the property, identifying trees on approximately 100 acres,
which was divided into small sections. In a binder, he listed the trees, their
quantities in each section with photos of the trees and information on each
tree variety. The Eagle project took close to 100 hours to complete.

Mothers watch from the balcony as Boylan leadership students and their visitors gather for a closing cheer.

“My personal hope,” Blevins
added, “is that next year I will
be able to guide the students
to a similar project so we have
some continuity and build on
the event that happened this
year.”

